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DO YOU REMEMBER WHEN... ? 
“The Clergyman’s Courtship’ 


Town Hall, Bellingham 
(Thursday Evening. April 3, 1924 


Benefit of the Baptist Sunday School 


CAST OF CHARACTERS 


Arthur Grayhurst, a clergyman --++--+++--+++- David Stratton 
Jerrold Brice, his friend--+---++-++++++-+++-- Richard Ambler 
Jonas Dixon, leader of the choir-------++--+++-+ John Lundvall 
Jacob Snyder, a theatrical manager .---------- . «Harold Nash 
Ruben Stubbins, whose duties are arduous---- Frederick Leek 
Olivia Vaughan, an actress-+---+-+ +++e++ seeeee Hilda Thayer 
Alice Grayhurst, Arthur's sister--+----+-+-+-++- Marjorie Daniels 
Mrs. Wilkins, who favors a rummage sale: ----- Beatrice Nash 
Amarilla Jones, who has a beau-------++--+++ Dorothy Daniels 
Matilda Triplett, who sings alto------+--- cess Gladys Nash 
Miss Brackett, organist---++-+++-+++-++--- Marion Maranville 
SYNOPSIS 


Act I—The Chapel. A summer evening. 

Act II.—The Opera House. Evening, two weeks later. 
Act III.—The garden of the parsonage. Next morning. 
Time :—The present. Place :—A New England Village. 


Pianist, Mrs. Ruel Thayer. 
Picture and identies courtesy Be Le Aas EEE CS lek 
Filomena Di Pietro Di Tomaso Wn. P. Clarke, Printer, Milford. 


1930 Graduating Class, Center School the wolf...who longs...to roam 


Bellingham and prowl...should shave before. 
-ehe starts to howl... 

Top row Oscar Robillard, Vincent Burma Shave. ~ 

Thayer, Arthur Curtis. Courtesy Rita Sawyer. 1922 Mercer 
Middle row Filomena DiPietro An old-timer is a person who remembers when folks 

Minnie Petrosky, Amy Smith rested on Sunday instead of Monday. — Today’s Chuckle 
Front row Alice Allaire, Claire Farley. > mmennneette 

Age is strictly a case of mind over matter. If 

Teacher Miss Lucy Hill, Principal. you don't mind, it doesn’t matter, — sack Benny 


1921 Case 


This is sort of an index or review of the major articles that have appeared in the 
"Crimpville Comments" so that if you missed any of them you will herewith know which 
issue to look into in the Center Library where a complete set is available for 
reading and reference. The Commission "thought you'd like to know". 


WWII-lst draft #25) Street Railways Nov.'75 
Bellingham boy March '73. g “Dear Virginia" Dec.'75 
Explosion, Franklin | Kitty Carlisle u. 5 
Feb. 28, 1919 March '73 "Old Oaken Bucket" " " 
"Old Nick--horse (March !73 1931 Ladies Night " " 


(Feb. '76 Nathan Hale Jan.!76 
Maps: 1830 June '7 Orson Bean " " 
1876 April '73 Richard Howard thay 
1888 Feb. '75 ee Rhodes Lumber Co. Mar.!7 
196 May '75 Song "America" ean 
Clara Macy (May '73,Dec. '77 St. Brendan's Ch. Apr. '76 
(Oct. '79 Bellingham Navy yard May'76 
Flood, Aug.1955 June '73 "Old Glory" flag June '7 
Nixon Prediction ” Hy ay Boston Post Cane Sept.'7 
"Green Store" Sept. '73 = fz Robert Boudreau A B 
John Marsh Ooty Ti73 a= per csi Red Mill Dam Nov.'76 
Tyndall Farm i z (Wise isthefool St.» Blaise Ch. Dec. "76 
Quinobequin river ee Bicentennial Quilt " 
Red Mill Nov. '73 Who knows 2=¢ Apollo 1h flight Jan.'77 
Carroll White home Dec. '73 enough tokeep M.A. & W. St.R.R men-Mar.,Dec.'77 
High St. Baptist (Jan vant his mouth shut! Assumption Church Apr.'!7 
Church) (Feb. '7 See eee Clarence Demar e . 
R. R. Stations Feb. '7 epeesterroc aoe Cardinal Cushing May '77Dec.'76 
Library, Center(old) Mar.' 7h 20 mule Borax Team June '77 
Ghost Train a i Bellingham, ENGLAND( June '77,Dec.!'78 
District Schools-Apr.'!7h,Sept.'!78 (Oct. '79 


Oct.'!78 Nov.'78 
Memoriam to Ed Sawyer Apr.'7l 
Town Farm May '7 
Adam's Diary May'7h,Nov. '74 
Oct.!77,Nov.'79 
Dec.'78,0ct.'79 
Pepperbox revolvers June '7 


Cow Flap Stadium Sept. '77 
Hoag Lake Tragedy : e 
Moxie Horsemobile Oct.'7 
Italian greeting 0 : 
Queen Elizabeth Nov. '77 
Senator Walsh Dec. '77 
No. Bell. Bapt. Ch. Feb.'78 


Bells a iy Rear Adm. MacMillan Mar. '78 
Suffolk Resolves) Oct.,Nov.'7h Polly Coombes Mar. '78 
Paul Revere ) Jane aeio Henry Whitney Apr. '78 


Deborah Sampson Nov.!7l,May!77 Franklin Milestone May'78 
Bellingham, Gov. Dec. ' 7h CN vag Ann Parker,Avon Neal June '78 


Herbert Stewart-TAPS Jan.'!75 Pelatiah Smith Sept.'78, Apr.'!79 


Lincoln shot witness Feb.'75 Saw Mill Oct.t78 
Bellingham Milis Mar.'75 Gen. John M. Thayer Nov. '78 
Muster Roll,1775 Apr. '75 E. B. Stowe Jan.!79 


Bellingham Riflemen June'75 


Bellingham Jayceettes Jan. ! 
Richmond & Way Stations Oct.!75 " it 


Sound of Language Feb./Mar. '79 


These are Presidents that Bellingham has had contact with #"Mother" May '79 

in one way or another: ‘"Peanuts" June '79 

Nixon see June!73 issue Truman see May'76 issue *Hard Scrabble Oct." 

Ford " Janet D a Madisons. wa es0ctel om. *"Kilroy was here" " 

Monroe "— June!75 n Jefferson " zs 4 *Seals issue #66 
Lincoln " Feb.!76 Grant WN eNOVe LO mee tt Ht 


No doubt Bellingham soldiers saw Washington during the Revolutionary War. Also legend 
has it that Washington stopped at a home on Lake street but this has not been verified. 
When the Convention met in Sept.1779 in Cambridge to frame the constitution for Massa- 
chusetts, Rev. Noah Alden, Representative for Bellingham, had a confrontation with John 
Adams who opposed Religious Freedom promoted by Chairman Alden of the Committee for Art- 
icle three of the Constitution as authored by Rev. Backus of Middleboro. Mr. Biron 

found that in 1833 Pres. Jackson rode through Bellingham in a stagecoach on Hartford 
Turnpike. Then on Sept. 15, 1920 Franklin D. Roosevelt campaigned in Milford for the 

Vice Presidency and we are sure that Bellingham folks were present. Small wooden cross 
bookmarks made of wood from the Baptist Church building in the center were presented to 
Pres.x Mrs. Eisenhower. Pres. Harding died on Aug. 2, 1923 and Mr. Seagrave from Bel- 
lingham was one of the Honor Guard while the body was lying in state in the Great Rotunda. 
That makes fourteen (1) Presidents of these United States contacted as our Heritage. 
During the Cuban crisis, Senator Edward Kennedy talked with his brother, Pres. John, on 

a phone in a local restaurant. An article on the assassination is in the Nov.'73 issue. 
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APRIL FOOL! 

We are indebted to George Cadman, Editor of "CHIT CHAT", a publication from 
ie Garden Nursing Home and Evelyn Diamond for this bit of interesting informa- 

one 

As children we always looked forward to April lst every year in anticipa- 
tion of trying our level best to fool someone on this notorious day. Weeks ahead we 
planned some capers to satisfy our ego only to find that our victim generally turned 
the tables on us J] REMEMBER ? 


Quote: "The custom of observing April Fool's Day began in France about 156 A.D. after 
the adoption of the Gregorian calendar by France. Up to that time, the New Year cele- 
bration began March lst and ended April lst. When the New Year was changed to January 
lst, some people still celebrated on April lst. These people came to be known as 
"April Fools". The custom of fooling friends and relatives on that day became popular 
in France and spread to other countries. In France, the "victim" is called an "April 
fish". In Scotland, he is called an "April Gowk", ---an oldie--"Hey your shoe lace is 
untied!" or--"What's that on your chin ?" or--"Why don't you button up ?" "APRIL FOOL". 
Suppose that was "corny" but who cares--we didn't have TV in those days] 


Cast ene THE WANDERER 
Marjorie P. Hand 
A man aimlessly wanders the streets of today, 
His robes are all soiled, all ragged and grey. 
His face etched in sorrow, there are tears in Ris eyes, 
If one were to listen as He wonders He sighs. 
This man walks on slowly, His head bowed in pain, 
One wonders would He do it again ? 
Was it really worth it, the cross He bore, 
As He climbed that hill, so weary, so sore ? 
The man pauses briefly to rest by the road. 
The longer He wanders, the heavier His load, 
He looks upon faces, He sees want and need; 
Ee looks upon man, seeing riches and greed. 
He searches each soul as they pass on their way; 
He knows, and He shudders, at how some will pay. 
What happened to John, to Matthew and Paul, 
To Peter, the fisher, whom he loved most of all ? 
Did they preach to the people; His words did they sow ? 
Did they teach as He asked, so all would know ? 
What haopened to man, has he forgotten his brother ? 
Why can't they live and love one another ? 
The man wanders off: yes, He walked earth today; 
Did you feel His presence as you went on your way ? 


Or were you too busy, in your greed and your hate ? 


The Lord walked among us, It's late, oh so late. 
3 An Laster Thought. 


Views of North Bellingham area at the turn of the century. 
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From the collection of post cards donated by Mr. 


V.N. Voss of 


and Mrs. 
(from a Maud Grant Brown collection) 


Washington. 


Tacoma, 
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But 


Grades 5-6-7 South Bellingham for 1930-'31 Chilistine Negrotti, 


Teacher. 
1 Emma Mercure 8 Annie White 16 Leno Lucchesi 
2 Florette Paquette 9 Doris Mercure 17 Alfred Grenier 
Jeannette Pretto 11 Victoria Sweck 18 Fernand Dauohin 
Rita Bergeron 12 Raymond Kuciarski 19 Roland Harpin 
5 Harriet Lytwynic a Walter Mostek 20 Edgar Garneau 
6 Ida Poirier 14 Henry Borowski 21 Roland Fontaine 
7 Annette Potvin 15 Aldo Champagne 22 Normand Fontaine 
It appears as if half of the class is missing.(?) 


Photos courtesy Laura Drown. Identified by Bertrand Z. Remillard and 


LICENSE 


have to have a license, 
moecavch yourself a fish, 
have to have a license 

To have venison for a dish. 


have to have a license 
To drive your motor car, 
have to have a license 
To run a liquor bar. 


have to have a license 
Horm your Ji ttle dog, 
have to have permission 
To raise the lowly hog! 


I would tell the person 
Just where he can go, 


When you have to have a license 


To plant a potato. 
Harland E. Cook. 


Rosamond Staples Phyllis Rhodes. 
WORK 


In days of old when men were bold, 
They never fought for love of gold. 

But in these days of civilization 
They all fight to save the nation. 


Each one, he has a different plan 
And expounds it where'er he can, 
And each one's is a certain cure, 
While he loudly asserts his motive. 


But the thing that mostly puzzles me 
Is when I can so plainly see, 

That although in talking they never shirk 
They all get by and never work 2 


Harland E. Cook 
Bellingham. 
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2X OF 

OLD TiMme 
SONGS & POEMS 
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For Mothers and mothers-to-be only! 


Did you know ? 


LULLABY of great fame. Now over 100 years old. 


"Rock-a-bye baby on the tree top. 


~ 


At a ritzy dinner, the girl 
was embarrassed because her 
boyfriend used the wrong spoon 
for his soup. She poked him 
gently and asked: 

‘Why are you using that 
spoon?’’ 

He said calmly; ‘‘My ferk 
leaks.”’ 


without having a pain in his side or the 
headache? 


@ When every doctor had his saddle- 
bags with him, and no matter what ailed 
you, gave you calomel and quinine? 


@ Before we were informed that count- 
less death-dealing microbes lurk in 
everything, from Love’s first honeyed 
kiss to a hunk of Limburger cheese? 


: 2g When the wind blows, 
‘ea Ss the cradle will rock. 
Roo Ss When the bough breaks, 
Be ori oo the cradle will fall, 
Die so And down will come baby, 
He ES oe: cradle and all." 
eee 
res idcs Young Effie Canning Crocker found a banjo beneath a brightly dec- 
EAR orated tree in the front parlor of her Boston home on Christmas 
BS Bt poe morning in 1877. A note was on top of it from her father,a 
ee cik prominent physician. "You will use the quarter inside this envel- 
Fe ee oo ope to take banjo lessons. You will receive a quarter each week 
“ ; for as long as you demonstrate an ability to play the instrument 
sn Ses aed in proper fashion." Little did her father know that she had been 
4 practicing on her friend's banjo ! The next day she took her 
o + a £, first lesson and during it, she strummed a little tune that she 
Saye had composed herself. Her teacher loved it and asked if she had 
A es be S g words to go along with it. She told him that she had matched up 
mieiie4 aS words from an old Mother Goose rhyme and at his request she sang 
g et 2 the old familiar song that has been a treasure for every Mother 
x ee is Os since who, with pride and joy, watches how her baby relaxes and 
eek oO Oo goes off to sleep while the strains of a noted lullaby brings 
a 5 Sve a serenity and love to the babe in her arms. Her teacher was so 
as eo 5 impressed that he introduced her to C. D. Blake, a big Boston 
© <t & music publisher, who, after hearing her song requested permission 
ag ew ae to publish it. She was afraid her father would not approve this 
A MAAN deal so she used her mother's maiden name-"Canning" as the comp- 
3 oser instead of her own ! Not until the song had become very 
4 i popular did her father know that she had written it. Strange how 
aL 2 os she was inspired to compose the song--a lady put her sweet baby 
Md o> into a hammock while she went into the house and, Effie, sitting 
4 “cg CAG Raney nearby noticed that it could not get to sleep and was fidgeting 
2 ES Hod o about. So Effie decided to sing a lullaby that is now famous, 
wo el es While she hummed the tune and matched the words to it she was so 
He a SF yo delighted to watch the baby drift off to sleep in no time. Just 
< A S oo think’ that if she had not received a banjo that Christmas there 
° Be Ed 0 never would have been that charming lullaby for you to sing--! 
ie ies hey 
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eis, @ When a boy could split a little kind- gq wh da 
4 bth : en an invitation to a wedding 
"0 CE Bete. Very Good Reason ling and carry in an armful of wood did n't have to be responded to with a 


seventeen-dollar cut-glass punch-bowl, 
or a twenty-three-dollar chafing dish? 


@ When there was no telephone by 
which your wife could order a lot of 
trash that she did not need, and could 
notify you to come home before you 
had scarcely struck the club or the cor- 
ner grocery ? 


Gear from the "0ld Box Mill" at Box Pond recovered. 


Through dedicated and continuing interest in our history, Ruth Spieler of Depot Street 
has salvaged a large 45° gear that powered the overhead shaft used in the "Old Box 
Mill"; from which shaft other pulleys and belts were driving machinery for the making 
of boxes. This horizontal shaft and gear was driven by another vertical shaft and 
gear,powered by the water wheel. Besides being deeply in debt to her untiring efforts 
she got the help of Mr. Boyd Minnis from his welding shop on Rita Road at the Indust- 
rial Park off Depot Street, Bellingham to cut the long shaft from the gear so that it 
could be handled with less weight and length. The Bellingham Historical Commission 
are most grateful for your joint effort to salvage a piece of the past activity at 
Box Pond. Home of the Famous Bellingham Navy Yard. Arrangements to display the 
unit will be made known later. 


"To us it is a wonderful thing to bring back to our memories things 
that have happened in the past." Myrtle Van Note. 


"We have enjoyed each issue and review them over and over. 
Thank You." Doris W. King 


A tribute to WILLIAM DAWES of April 18, 1775 fame; a fellow messenger that fateful 
night who had taken another route to warn the countryside that the British are coming 
and who had ridden farther than Revere but never received the credit due him is now 
noted in our Comments with part of a poem that Helen M. More composed below. 

Although Longfellow's poem was not strictly factual it served to plunge Revere into 
fame and darken other men's efforts in the same cause. 


re "When the lights of the Old North Church flashed out, fia 
Me Paul Revere was waiting about, 

But I was already on my way; 

The shadows of night fell cold and grey 

As I rode, with never a break or pause. 

But what was the use, when my name was Dawes. 


History rings with his silvery name; 
Closed to me are the portals of fame. 
Had he been Dawes and I Revere 

No one had heard of him I fear. 

No one had heard of me because 

He was Revere and I was Dawes, 


'Tis all very well for the children to hear 

Of the midnight ride of Paul Revere; 

But why should my name be quite forgot 

Who rode as boldly and well, God wot ? ; 
Why should I ask ? The reason is clear; 
My name was Dawes and his Revere." 


Just a reminder--Riflemen from Bellingham answered the call next day to be in 


In September of 1979 we were treated to a pleasant visit from Mr. and Mrs. Robe 
Cook of Fairfax, Iowa with their two lovely little girls. Mr. Cook is a direct desc. 
endant of Deacon Nicholas Cook of Bellingham and Elder Josiah Cook of Cumberland, R.I. 
Which in turn goes back to Walter Cook of Mendon, among the first to settle there) 
Tours were taken covering many historical sites in town with a visit to the Library 
and Town Clerk. Cemeteries were viewed where their ancestors are buried at the Scott, 
Lakeville and Center cemetery. One particular stone in the Center created a rather 
startling scene as Mrs. Cook suddenly spied it. On it were the words "Nancy Cook" 
neatly carved--imagine that--her very own name ! Coming from Iowa to see her very 
"own" grave stone namesake was a peculiar twist of Fate ! Small world--and it had to 
happen in Bellingham, Massachusetts, of all places. . 


THE MAN FOR THE JOB 
READ ’EM AND WEEP UNHAPPY THOUGHT IN THE BEGINNING 
“T SUPPOSE I’ll have to quit working, sir,’’ 


Oa he 


BGs of ancestors remind us ITTLE boys hate said the old employee, ‘‘I’m getting so 

We give photos to our kin, Soap and. water hard of hearing lately.” ; 

And, departing, leave behind us Until they notice “Nonsense,” cried the boss, “‘I’ll put you in 
Relatives who point and grin. The neighbor’s daughter. charge of the complaint department.” 


—James A. Sanaker. —A. A. LATTIMER. 8 


